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20 July 1956
ME:’"IORANM? FOR: Secretariat, fﬂconomic Intelligence Comnittes
FRON : Secretary, EIC Subcormittee on Agriculbure
SUBJECT * Antual Repori for 195556,

Ao Program of the EIC Subcommitics on Agriculture dur% 19§§a§6.

1, Reviow of the Intellig Pp
Ava 8 lov Procucing Inte
o GCompetonca.

& considerable part of its time 4n appraising the state of agricul~
tural economie intelligence research on the USS5R. This more than
usual concern resulted from a request by the Department of State
for the EIC to take a new look at the Sevist agricultural sjituation.
The EIC passed the request on to the Subsommittee on Agriculture,

The Subcommittee agreed that the project we "Policies, Performance
A ¥ and Prospects of Soviet Agriculture” would £111 certainmps in
/tO/ intelligence, It was further coneluded that the research faeilities
v ‘and personnel ava e lor producing]this intelligence product were
/ adequate, All agencies capable of contributing to this project,
5 - because of its intelligence potential, agreed to give it a besr

priority rating with respect to the allocation of t:Lde and perscnnel,
2, &ngg_ amuing of Research Priorities.

2. Priort Research' Gé a8 that have been Identified by
St_n_bc’ e revicws ' -

(1) Soviet Hloe production and utiligation balances of
various agricultural comrodities, Including information
on trade, consumption patterns and stockpiling,

(2) Distribution and characteristics of erops by varieties
and livestock by tresds,

(3) Commercial and strategic reserves of selected products
of agriculture and forestry, '

b, Subcormittec action 4o fi1]. these gaps. and deficiencies.

The initiation of the State Department Project (4.1, above )
willmake a significant contribution to £illing gaps (1) and
(2) above, and may shed some light on gap number (3),
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3¢ Projects undertaken at the Request of the EIC,

Project EIC-P-12, the project initiated by the State
Dopartment is the only one requested by the EIC during 195556,

4,  Discussion of Intelligence Research Techiiques.

. This subject was not dealt with formally by the Subcommittee
during the past year,

5. Special Coordination Functions of the Subcommitiee.

a. The pooling of information on Soviet crop production by
Speclalists from the Departments of State and Agriculture, and
from CIA was continued during the past year, This cooperation
is resulting in the adoption of agread estimates, -

bo The Subcommittee as a whole has considered an exchange of
experts with the USSR, The USSR rropoges to send a two man
delegation to this country to study the production of hybeid
corn. The Subcormittee proposed that a two man delegation

go to the USSR to observe crop conditions in the New Lands area
and in the areas where corn production is being expanded, This
exchange was also considered by a working group that coordinated
the interests of CIA, US Depsriment of Agriculture, and the
Defense Department,

¢, The Secretary of the Agricultual Subcommittee served as
Secretary of an 2ad hot committee composed of representatives
of tha EIC agenciéa on a delogation exchange with the USSR to
cbserve chemical fertilizer and insecticide production and
utilization, ' _

B Puture Program of the Subcommittee,

No changes in the structure or in the functioning of the Subcormittes

on agriculture are contemplated for 195657,
The Subcommitiee should continue to identify gaps in research and

collection, approvee xternal research projects, and serve as a coordinating

body for all ageneies and departments having responsibilities in food
and agrieulture, The Subcommittee should also. :
>« alert to indications of overt activities or situations in the field
/"" of food and agriculture throughout the world which could adversely affect
the security of the US, 25X1A9a

- 25X1A9%9a

Seeretary

EIC Subcemmities on Agriculture
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